26            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION

Socialist philosophy is its power of influencing the masses by
suggestion, of instilling into them the sense of the duty of
obedience. The great paradox of this revolution is that its lack
of principle is one of the main secrets of its effectiveness. It is its
strength; it is precisely in this characteristic that the actual
revolutionary power of the movement lies, and its character of a
"permanent revolution," impossible to bring to a close. The
naive element among its mercenaries has largely been removed
by the decimation of the Storm Troops, but the subtler and far
more effectual element, the elite under the leader's protection,
has remained. This elite keeps alive the revolutionary spirit, in
spite of all announcements of the ending of the revolution.
National Socialism cannot abandon this dynamic element; in
doing so it would be abandoning itself. And the question
becomes more and more insistent, how long can a State, a
nation, a society, endure a governing e"lite devoid of all principle,
without disintegrating?

ERROR AND  DECEPTION
Error or deliberate deception? will be asked. Was the
National Socialist party in doubt as to its own real character;
did it genuinely regard itself as a movement of national rebirth,
or did it cleverly and deliberately adopt that disguise in order to
attain power? Undoubtedly both the one and the other. There
was an honest belief among a great number of the members of
the party, and among its followers, that they were labouring in
the service of national recovery. Even among the elite the
consciousness of the actual part they were to play came only
with the first great successes. But there were some among them
who knew how matters stood, probably long before the arrival
in power. Hitler himself pursued carefully calculated tactics:
he damped down the Socialist tendencies in the movement and